The MTRA Newsletter

Welcome Back

We hope everyone had a happy and healthy holiday!  All the horses enjoyed the break and were eager to see everyone’s smiling faces again. With the second session well underway MTRA is looking forward to a fun winter session full of events, horseshows, and activities.

This newsletter will hopefully catch everyone up on past events as well as keep you informed of upcoming activities.

Ocala Christmas Parade and Holiday Party.

MTRA kicked off the holiday season with a bang. We started the first week of December by participating in the Ocala Christmas Parade. Kate, Tina and Ginger along with Laurie Bruun, MTRA Board President, and a float full of volunteers waved at the crowd along the parade route wishing all a very merry holiday. Of course “Ginger” was the star adorned in ribbons and her own set of holiday antlers. A very big ‘Thank You” goes out to Kay Rasnick for supplying us with a trailer to make the float and two great banners to hang on each side. 
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The weekend continued with MTRA’s annual holiday party held at the Greenway Facility. The event was a combination Holiday Party and Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. Gold name tags were awarded to volunteers with 100 hours of service. Also recognized were Volunteers of The Year - Denise Evans and Ellie Wright; Youth Volunteer of the Year  - Kate Hamelin; The Dreamer Award - Marge Audi; and a special Board of Director recognition to Laurie Bruun.  The afternoon was a bit chilly, but fun was had by all with special appearances by the Village’s Clowns and the Big Man himself, Santa Claus!

A very special thank you goes to Patty Bommarito and Laurie Bruun for making sure this fun event happened.

Holiday with Horses

On December 20, at the Canterbury Showplace in Newberry, FL , a very special evening happened.  MTRA and its Horses for Heroes program were highlighted at the first annual Holiday for Horses event. The event, produced by Shelly Mickle and Wendy Low, was a delightful evening full of all types of equestrian based performances. The evening’s headliner, Denny Chapman, was Master of Ceremonies. Denny kicked off the event by singing the National Anthem while two of our riders, Eric Anderson and Brittany Lopez, rode in on “Q” and “Spot” carrying both the American flag and a beautiful new MTRA flag. The evening was followed by a 90 minute show featuring acts from goat herding monkeys to show jumping. The event was a great success and MTRA was presented with an $8,000 check. Not bad for a night of fun!

Once again none of this could be possible without the great support from the community. People like Shelley and Wendy were instrumental in producing the show. Plus, we had a crew of our great volunteers on hand to help take tickets, park cars and staff our concessions table. We would be remiss if we did not thank Eric and Brittany’s family for bringing them to the event. Also, a big “Thank You” to Kristine and Helene, our RIT’s from Flagler Beach, who were responsible for creating and making our wonderful new MTRA flag!

CFCC Going Strong

MTRA and CFCC entered into a wonderful endeavor this Fall.  We teamed up to offer a Therapeutic Riding Management Degree. This program was created by Kate Robbins, MTRA Program Director, and Judy Downer, CFCC Dean of the Equestrian Science. This AA degree is one of the most innovative in the country and our own Ashly Stokes will graduate this Spring with this degree! We wish her the best of luck when she takes her national exam with NARHA this February.

Following in Ashly’s footstep here at MTRA, the CFCC Spring Semester will include five new students in the Therapeutic Riding Management program. We are very proud to a part of this program. “We wanted to really make a difference,“ said Kate. The program is set up for the graduate to not only obtain their national certification from NARHA, but to leave CFCC with an excellent understanding of the Therapeutic Riding Industry.  Each semester the students will rotate through a different experience--everything from volunteering to volunteer coordination to barn management. According to Kate, who has been in the industry for over 25 years, this is a one-of-a kind program.

MTRA Equestrian Team

MTRA‘s philosophy is for everyone who comes to the barn to learn how to ride to the best of their ability. Our riders are riding for enjoyment, to improve their general health, balance, strength and coordination.  However, there are a few who crave competitive equestrian activities. For these riders, starting this Spring MTRA will offer the opportunity to train to compete in off-site equestrian events. Most classes will be taught by Kate and will meet on Saturdays at the Hillcrest barn.  Anyone who wants to participate in outside competition is welcome. The cost will be the same as our regular riding lessons…just contact Kate if you are interested.

Kate will need volunteer help too! So anyone available to be on the “Travel Team” let Kate and/or Marge know.

Upcoming Events:

MTRA is a busy place January through May--full of opportunities for all.  January and February begins training hours for Special Olympics. This year there is a strong possibility that we may have to travel to Area Games tentatively scheduled for March 28th. If your child qualifies and would like to participate in SO please let Kate know so that their hours can be documented. For those who do not wish to travel we have decided to offer an end-of-the year MTRA Fun Show in May. This horseshow will offer all “Special Olympic“ classes and, unlike Special Olympics, all MTRA riders are eligible to participate.

In February, MTRA will once again be hosting the NARHA Instructor training Workshop and Certification.

Also in February we will be starting our first specialty workshop catering to riders dealing with Multiple Sclerosis. In December MTRA was awarded a grant to host 15 riders with MS to participate in our program. This is the first grant of this kind to be awarded in the State of Florida by the MS Foundation.  We need volunteers who are available on Fridays to help with this very special program. Call Kate or Marge in the office if you can help.

March Event Highlights:

We anticipate being involved in the following events:

· First annual “ All Things Special-- Rummage  and Estate Sale” held rain or shine at the Greenway Facility

· Citrus Cup – an away horse show

· Live Oak Driving Championships – a fund raiser
· Special Olympics Area Games

To stay informed keep your eyes on the volunteer boards at both facilities and don’t hesitate to ask Kate or Marge in the Office. 

The MTRA Board

In June of 2008 the MTRA had their annual “Changing of the Guard” with the required Board rotation. Current board positions are held by: Laurie Bruun, President; Billy Davie, Attorney, President Elect; Dr. Jerry Modell, Vice President; Patty Bommarito, Treasurer.  Also, MTRA is very grateful to have Lauire Menard, Jane Blue, Chuck Sprauge, and Sharon Cooper as Board Members. The Board regularly meets on the third Saturday of the month. All are welcome to attend these meetings.
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Help Wanted – MTRA is seeking a part-time bookkeeper/office assistant


Computer knowledge required; Quick Books & Excel experience helpful


For a full job description contact: Kate Robbins, MTRA Office, 732-7300








